
Third Sunday of Lent—Year C 
March 20, 2022 
Reading I 
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15 

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading the flock across 
the desert, he came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in 
fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, was 
not consumed. So Moses decided, “I must go over to look at this remarkable sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more closely, God called out 
to him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.” God said, “Come no nearer! 
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. I am the God of 
your fathers, “ he continued, “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. But the LORD said, “I have witnessed the affliction of my 
people in Egypt and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know well 
what they are suffering. Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians 
and lead them out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 
Moses said to God, “But when I go to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what am I to tell them?” God replied, “I am who am.” Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the 
Israelites: I AM sent me to you.” God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites: 
The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you. “This is my name forever; thus am I to be remembered through all generations.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11. 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 
Reading II 
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12 

 
Gospel 
Lk 13:1-9 

 

HOMILY: 

 

Misnomer—a name that really isn’t suited for the object which it identifies.  For example, the “hot water 

heater.” Does hot water need to be heated?  Isn’t it usually a “cold-water heater”?  Or how about the claim that I 

“hit my funny bone?”  What I have struck is the ulnar nerve, not a bone—and it really isn’t that funny, is it? 

 

And then there is one that misnomer that is associated with a church—the “lost and found.” For, really, are the 

things there really “found”?  Or should we just call it the “lost.” I’ve mentioned before some of the intriguing 

things that have shown up in our “lost—[and never found]”:  a very large hunting knife; many, many gloves, 

hats and socks [that’s where that lost sock went!]; multiple sets of car keys (how did the driver get home?); lots 

of eye glasses (how did the person find his or her way home?); and one of my all time favorites:  ONE adult-

sized shoe (not two, which would a bit more understandable), but ONE adult-sized shoe!  Some mysteries to 

meditate upon this week… 

 

Actually, however, as it turns out, it is NOT a misnomer to call a church—and everyone who gathers in it—a 

“lost and found.”  For “lost and found” is a perfect summary of our faith—for we are lost along the course of 

this life and found by the mercy of God.  Where we get into trouble is two ways:  1) We don’t admit we’re lost; 
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2) We don’t think we need to…or want to…or can be…found.  But… if we think about it, prayer is an authentic 

experience of lost and found—lost to our own efforts and found by God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

As we continue our Lenten journey through Richard Hauser’s book, In His Spirit¸we have finished the third 

chapter this week (half way there!) with the recognition that our lives in the Holy Spirit about about being 

LOST and FOUND.   To review, in chapter one, we considered that how we understand ourselves and the God 

who comes to us very much matters, and that if we think it is our job to find God outside of ourselves, we are 

sorely mistaken, for we need to look where the Bible said God could be found—within us, we who are created 

in God’s image as vessels of the divine.  In chapter two, Fr. Hauser identified three ways to recognize this 

presence of the Holy Spirit in us:  as a love that unites us to others, as wisdom that enlightens our thoughts; and 

as strength that enables us to choose the good that is God and His ways.  Now, in this week’s chapter 3, Fr. 

Hauser continues his discussion with that effort that we all expend to seemingly find God:  prayer.  His helpful 

definition of prayer:  any expression of our relationship to God done under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  

And his ultimate point about prayer is this:  prayer is more about being found than finding.  And it begins by 

abandoning our efforts alone to find the God who seems often lost to us, and instead admit we are lost, stop our 

efforts, and be found.  Hauser expands upon this idea, reminding us that prayer is about letting the spirit speak 

to the entirety of our selves (and not just our minds) and experiences (not just the “holy ones”), during which 

we discover the truth of God deep within us and then resting in that presence.  But for now, if we get one thing 

about prayer, I’d like to suggest it’s really not about us.  Instead, it’s about lost and found:  remembering that 

we are lost, abandoning our efforts to find God and then BE FOUND by God. And the God that finds us is the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Today’s first reading, from the Book of Exodus, illustrates these truths perfectly, for it simply describes Moses 

in prayer with God!  Moses is about his life’s works, tending his sheep, when he comes upon something not of 

his own making: an astonishing burning bush.  It’s being consumed suggests the natural level is being 

transformed by the divine initiative and transforming it.  Notice, it is burning radiantly but not consumed.  Then, 

when he draws close to it, we’re told that God speaks out of this radiant bush, and Moses is mostly silent. So 

confounded is he that, though out of his face usually come words, now: “Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 

to look at God.”  God has found him, and he is at a loss for words:  found and lost. Then, God gives him 

what he need but could never have produced on his own:  the divine Name, full of power, which he is to 

share with the people and the nations. Now that they know God’s name, he has been revealed in an 

intimate way to them and God is found. 

 

During this season of Lent, we have been using the First Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation, that can be 

found on pages 13 & 23 of the missalette.  In the preface, page 13, we hear of God’s persistent and relentless 

offer of grace and reconciliation, that notes that the response of God’s people is to “entrust themselves more 

fully to the Holy Spirit” and concludes on page 23 that, after God’s being “ceaselessly at word, so that the 

human race may become holy...,” we recount the Eucharistic words of institution that “by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, as they partake of this one Bread and one Chalice, they may be gathered into one Body of Christ.” 

Friends, may feel like we’ve expended a good deal of effort to come here again this week.  But, let’s relax in 

this truth—it is the Holy Spirit who does all the work.  We can simply fall silent and receive God’s mercy.  

 

As it turns out, then, the goal and end of our lives, Jesus has revealed to us, is to be lost to ourselves and found 

by God.  One more misnomer—a mis-named thing:  MY PRAYER.  For, since prayer is any expression of our 

relationship to God done under the influence of the Holy Spirit, more accurately each and every prayer is OUR 

prayer—your prayer of the Holy Spirit praying through you.   This is exceptionally good news!  For none of us 

has been confronted with a time of prayer has not reacted:  I don’t know what to do.  Relax, by remembering 

that it is OUR prayer and rest by falling silent and asking the Holy Spirit to pray for and through you!  When 

feeling lost before prayer, remember that all we need do is simply fall silent and be found by the faithful, life-

giving Holy Spirit.  Even when we have fallen silent, the Spirit is still powerfully praying through us, bearing 

the fruit of prayer in us. 


